[A case of sudden onset of toxic cholangitis].
A previously healthy 43-year-old male was admitted to the hospital because of the impared consciousness. Although a passage of the bile duct was good, the patient was in severe biliary sepsis and cardiac arrest occurred repeatedly. Plasma concentration of TNF increased markedly suggesting a pathogenic role of TNF in the course of the patient. Plasma exchange was effective for hemodynamic stabilization. Recent advances in treatment of acute cholangitis has been brought by early drainage of the obstruction in the bile duct using endoscopic or percutaneous drainage. However this case suggests that only drainage of the infection focus is not sufficient for the life saving in such a patient and other therapeutic approach such as an inactivation of TNF activity should be considered.